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The ugly truth is that we have historically been treating drug addiction      

issues as a moral “will power” problem rather than a medical/mental health 

problem, despite the overwhelming evidence to the contrary. Most people 

understand that drug addiction is an illness, however, we have established 

our public policies over the past 50 years by relying on a false premise, that 

this is not an illness. When we base our public policies on a false premise, 

coupled with the type money involved in our federal and state policy      

making process, we create a cocktail for disaster. And that is what we have 

right now, one big public disaster. 

According to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention the     

collateral damage caused by substance use disorders and the illness of 

drug addiction is now a national epidemic in every community. Our present 

situation was best described by Joseph Rannazzisi, DEA Deputy Chief of 

Operations Office of Diversion Control at the 2012 National Rx Summit: 

Until we get the premise right we will never stop the rapid growth of the   

collateral damage caused to our communities from the illness of drug       

addiction. However, if each community will get involved to address their 

own local problems through the Out of the Dark organization then we can 

stop this monster that has been stealing so many of our children away. 

 

 

 

“We’re gonna lose a whole generation of kids to heroin  

because they started with hydro(codone).” 

Solutions are made at the Local Level.  


